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Sri Lanka Customs Date

Secretary General
Ceylon Association of Ships' Agents
56, Ward Place

Colombo 7

Dear Sir,

SLC/CASA Meeting Held on 25th September 2013

Penalty Table for Late Reporting and Amendments to Cargo Manifest

This has reference to the outcome of the above meeting and also your letters dated 14.10.2013
and 05.11.2013 respectively.

Manifest Amendments :

According to Section 29 of the Customs Ordinance, Rs. 100,000/= should be recovered as
"Forfeiture" for each BL so amended. However, considering the gravity of the amendment and
other circumstances which require such amendment, the Deputy Director of Customs mitigates
this amount in terms of section 163 of Customs Ordinance as stipulated under section 166 B.

"D" Branch approves manifest amendments only if such amendments submitted by the
shipping Agent are supported by shipper's request for amendment, copy of reported BL
(manifest copy) , copy of new BL after amendment, consent of Banks where necessary and
other connected documents supporting the amendment.

"D" branch may refer amendments for investigation if such amendment tends to violate
Import Control Regulations. Further, "D" branch may refuse to amend cargo manifests where
the goods are under Customs investigation. In situations where a Customs investigation is
carried out, amendments will be considered only after the order is made by the Inquiring
Officer.

In case of changing status from "Transshipment" to "Local", approval may be granted if the

request is justified by supporting documents. However, status changes from "Local" to
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[image: image2.png]"Transshipment" may not be considered favorably if the Agent is unable to prove the bona-fide
of his claim. In such instances the Agent may be requested to Re-ship the goods in term of
section 22 of Customs Ordinance.

The following table is prepared as a guide line for the imposition of "forfeiture" (penalty) but
the quantum of the penalty is decided by the Deputy Director of Customs on case by case basis.

Nature of Amendment Penalty Amount
1 Change of Shipper, Consignee, or Notify party, up to 100,000/=
2 Change of status Local/Transshipment up to 100,000/=
3 Change of Description up to 75,000/=
4 Change of BL No. up to 60,000/=
5 Add container numbers to BL up to 60,000/=
5 gf;:;se;a:)t; Address of shipper, Consignee, or up to 50,000/=
7 Change of Container Number Up to 50,000/=
8 Change of status FCL/LCL Up to 40,000/=
9 Change of Marks and Numbers up to 40,000/=
10 Change of vessel Name and Voyage no. up to 40,000/=
71‘1 Change of Volume or weight up to 30,000/=
12 Change of package type Up to 30,000/=
13 Change of port of loading/discharge up to 30,000/=
14 Changes due to incorrect typing - One or two ler to 5'600/=

characters

Late Reporting of Manifests :

Recovery of Penalty is in terms of section 28 and 29 of the Customs Ordinance. Failurc to
report Manifest within 24hours of the arrival of ship results the imposition of a Penalty of Rs.
100,000/=. However, in terms ot sections 163 and 166 ot the Customs Ordinance a mitigated
penalty is recovered. "D" Branch has introduced a Penalty scheme for this purpose in the
following manner. According to information available, CASA has accepted this scheme in year
2005.



[image: image3.png]No. of Days late Penalty Amount
B 1 500/=
2 1,250/= o
3 2,500/= o
4 3,500/=
5 5,000/=
6-7 10,000/=
8-14 12,500/=
14-21 20,000/=
After 21 days 20,000/= + 500/= per additional day

It has been observed that some Agents/Freight Forwarding companies are in the habit of
reporting late manifests on selected shipments until such time they receive final instructions
from their principles in respect of consignee details to avoid the payment of penalty on
subsequent manifest amendments. In such instances the Agents/ Forwarders will be dealt
accordingly without referring to this scheme.

However, this scheme will be revised once the E-Manifest module is fully operational through
"ASYCUDA World" system.

Please ensure to keep the membership of CASA updated on the two issues as mentioned above.

Yours Faithfully
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For Director General of Customs




